Smokey’s Story

Did you know
that Smokey Bear
was a real bear?
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Smokey Bear has been teaching people to be careful with fire in
forests for over 60 years. Here is the true story of how an orphan
bear cub became the living symbol of forest fire prevention.

A bear cub lived in a forest with his
mother and many other animals.

Playing in the forest one day, he
smelled something funny. Smoke!
The forest was on fire!

All the forest animals ran away. The
little bear cub climbed a tree to get
away from the fire.

After the fire, he was alone in the
forest and his paws were badly
burned.

A forest ranger found the bear cub
and saved him from the tree. He
named the bear cub Smokey.

The ranger took care of Smokey
and bandaged his paws. He wanted
people to meet Smokey and hear his
story about the dangers of fire.

So Smokey moved to the National
Zoo in Washington D.C. He also
traveled the country showing people
how to prevent forest fires.

Today, Smokey lives through
stories, road signs, posters,
websites, and other reminders that
preventing forest fires is everyone’s
job.
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What started
that terrible
fire?

A visitor to the forest was
careless with fire. That person
might have left a campfire burning
or was not safe with matches.
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Write what Smokey would say in the empty word bubbles.

KEEP OREGON GREEN ASSOCIATION
PO BOX 12365, SALEM, OR 973090365 503.945.7498

What do you think
Smokey Bear might say in
each of these situations?

For a free Smokey Bear gift and to learn more about the
Keep Oregon Green Ranger Program visit www.keeporegongreen.org

