
KEEP OREGON GREEN ASSOCIATION
PO BOX 12365, SALEM, OR 97309-
0365   503.945.7498

People use equipment, like lawn mowers, trail bikes, chain saws, and even cars to work and play in the 
forest. But did you know that using equipment carelessly is one of the most common causes of Oregon 
wildfires? For a fire to start, you need three things to come together: fuel (something that can burn), 
heat (something to get fuel hot enough to burn) and oxygen (which is always in the air). When people 
use equipment carelessly, they can bring fuel sources (like wood or dry grass) and heat sources (like hot 
parts of the equipment or sparks) dangerously close together. This can start a wildfire! 

identify the fuel and heat sources in the following situations.

Use it saFeLY!

1

2

Fuel sources (there are two)

1. ______________________________

2. ______________________________

heat source

1. ______________________________

Fuel source

1. ______________________________

heat source

1. ______________________________

Let’s take a shortcut 
over that field.

That grass looks pretty 
dry.

Hurray! There are no 
more sparks!

Dad, there are sparks 
coming from your 

chainsaw!

Here is a spark arrester. Put 
this on your chainsaw and it 

will stop the sparks from flying.

i pledge to protect 
the trees, water and wildlife by 
keeping heat sources away from 

dry fuels in the forest.

Please stay on the trail! Your 
exhaust pipes are hot and may 

light the grass on fire!

You’re right - we don’t want 
to start a wildfire.
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1. Install a  _____  _____  _____  _____  _____          _____  _____  _____  _____  _____  _____  _____  _____   on your chainsaw and other gas-powered equipment.

2. Keep _____  _____  _____  equipment away from  _____  _____  _____  _____  _____   like grasses, needles and shrubs.

3. Allow equipment to _____  _____  _____  _____  before _____  _____  _____  _____  _____  _____  _____  _____  _____  with gasoline.

4. _____  _____  _____  safely.  Remove any _____  _____  _____  _____  _____  that may cause sparks and don’t mow in high or dry grass.

5. _____  _____  _____  _____  _____  equipment regularly to make sure it is working properly.

6. _____  _____  _____  _____  _____  _____  equipment, like a fire extinguisher, should always be on hand. 

Use it saFeLY!
Answers: Scene 1: fuels (wood, gasoline)  heat (sparks) Scene 2: fuel (dry grass) heat (hot exhaust pipe)  Scene 3: fuel (grass) 
heat (sparks)  Sentences: 1. Gas-powered  2. Spark Arrester  3. Hot, fuels  4. Cool, refilling  5. Mow, rocks  6. Check  7. Safety

3
Fuel source

1. ______________________________

heat source

1. ______________________________

That’s a good idea!

can you find the fuel and heat source in this situation?

Oh no! The metal blade of the 
mower hit a rock and made a 

spark.

  1 18 18 5 19 20 5 18

Learn more about the Keep oregon Green ranger Program at www.keeporegongreen.org

Using equipment safely
Use this secret code to complete the sentences below.

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

 8 15 20

 3 15 15 12  18 5 6 9 12 12 9 14 7

 13 15 23  18 15 3 11 19

 3 8 5 3 11

 19 1 6 5 20 25

Clear the rocks away before you 
mow, so that sparks don’t start a 

fire.

Be a hero and 
protect the trees!
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