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Answers: 1. Debris Burning (2,114 fires)  2. Equipment Use (1,995 fires)  3. Abandoned Campfires (1,107 fires)  
4. Smoking-Related (675 fires)  5. Children playing with matches (467 fires)  

Bonus Question: 1. Careless humans  2. preventable

Causes of Oregon Wildfires:	H ow many fires caused from 1996–2005?

__________________________________________________________________________	 __________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________	 __________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________	 __________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________	 __________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________	 __________________________________________

1. They are all caused by _______________________________________    ________________________________  .

2. They are all  ___________________________________________________________________ .

Bonus Question: What two things do all of these wildfires have in common?

Wildfires burn thousands of 
acres in Oregon every year, destroying 

forests, rangelands and property.

What causes the fires?
What do they do to 

start fires?

Let’s find out by 
traveling through 
the maze on the 

next page.

Do all of these 
activities start the same 

amount of wildfires? Which 
one starts the most fires?

I’ll bet you can 
figure it out!

Most wildfires are 
caused by careless 

humans.

Use the maze on the next page to find the five main causes of Oregon wildfires (hint: they are in bold type) and how 
many wildfires each one has caused? List them below and then circle the cause of the most wildfires in Oregon.

Learn more about the  
Keep Oregon Green 

Ranger Program at  
www.keeporegongreen.org
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oregon wildfire mystery

A wildfire is an unplanned, 
uncontrolled wildland fire.

Most wildfires in Oregon are 
caused by careless humans.

It is ok to leave your campfire 
burning while you go 

for a hike.

When people burn debris, they need 
to clear an area, stay with the fire, 

and then put it dead out.

OOPS!

true

false

OOPS!

OOPS!

OOPS!

OOPS!

OOPS!

Follow us through a maze 
of wildfire facts. Answer true 

or false questions to make your 
way through the maze.

true false

It is okay for a smoker to throw 
a cigarette butt out of their car.

truefalse

You can help prevent wildfires 
by not playing with fire and 

helping adults follow good fire 
prevention behaviors.

OOPS!

Driving or parking a car 
or off-road vehicle in dry grass 

can start a fire.

true

false

true

false

Children should never play 
with matches and lighters.

true

false

true

false

true

false
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finish! 
You made it! 
Now you know 
the main causes 
of wildfires 
in Oregon’s 
forests.

Wildfires burn forests, 
destroy homes for 
animals and put 
people in danger.

These wildfires are 
preventable if people 

just followed good fire 
prevention behaviors.

When campfires are left unattended 
or not completely put out, they can 
start wildfires. Between 1996-2005, 
abandoned campfires caused 

774 wildfires in Oregon.

Between 1996-2005, there were 
1,997 fires started in Oregon 

by people being careless while 
burning debris.

A cigarette butt can smolder for 
hours and turn into a wildfire. 

In fact, between 1996-2005 
there were 613 smoking-

related fires in Oregon.

Between 1996-2005 in 
Oregon, 270 wildfires 

were caused by 
children playing  

with fire.

Smokey Bear says 
“Remember – Only you 
can prevent wildfires!”

And so can using a 
lawnmower or chainsaw 
that throws out sparks 
next to a wooded area. 

Equipment use 
started 1,861 fires in 

Oregon from 1996-2005.

start


