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Early predictions were signaling an average to slightly
above-average fire season, but May and June were
uncharacteristically dry months for central and eastern
Oregon. July began with an intense heat wave across the
state, sapping fuels of moisture. As the summer progressed,
lightning and wind-driven fires pushed agencies to their
limits. The extreme strain on in-state firefighters and
resources lead to a need to import assistance from 20 other
states and Canada. Oregon suffered a loss of 1.9 million acres
to wildfires, overtaking the 2012 total of 1.29 million acres. The
Oregon Department of Forestry’s latest 2024 data shows
people were responsible for 794 fires statewide (burning
93,370 acres), down from 824 fires in 2023 and nearly tying
the 10-year average of 792 fires. Oregon held the line against
some ugly odds, but there is much more work to be done to
get the state’s human-caused numbers down.
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A Keep Oregon
Green billboard in
La Pine drew added
attention to the
human-caused
Darlene 3 Fire. A
photo of the board
in the foreground,
Jjuxtaposed with
smoke plumes

4 behind, went viral
“® on social media.
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ODF Stats
at a Glance:

DEBRIS BURNING
220 FIRES - 396 ACRES

EQUIPMENT/VEHICLES
260 FIRES - 1,697 ACRES

RECREATION FIRES
114 FIRES - 4,194 ACRES

MISCELLANEOUS
117 FIRES - 256 ACRES

SMOKING
23 FIRES - 4 ACRES

JUVENILES
6 FIRES - 17 ACRES

ARSON
18 FIRES - 18 ACRES

UNDER INVESTIGATION
29 FIRES - 86,788 ACRES
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Recycled F|rehose Helps Prevent Wildfires

Dragging tow chains casts sparks and ignites dry
roadside vegetation. KOG plans to work with the Oregon
Department of Corrections to create tow chain covers
from spent firehose and provide them free-of-charge
to trailer and boat dealers, marinas, U-Hauls, and auto
supply stores. Fire agencies will donate spent hose, and
DOC crews will cut it to length and heat-stamp fire
prevention messages on both sides. The hose itself and
the printed message will serve as a reminder to tie up
tow chains before hitting the road.

KOG worked with Washington DNR and ODF to create four new animated spots addressing
campfire safety, equipment fires, defensible space and backyard burn pile safety.

New TV ads with ODF

KOG worked with ODF staff to
create 14 different television
advertisements addressing the
leading causes of wildfires that
plague our state each year. Natale Weber
These 30- and 60-second ads
were designed for TV stations,
social media and digital
streaming. They will run across
all platforms statewide for the
2025 campaign season starting
in May. Now that Oregon has
self-service gas stations, gas
station TV will be another
experimental option for these
new spots.




Keep Oregon Green and the Oregon DMV

Keep Oregon Green teamed up with the DMV to create vehicle fire awareness
publications for the motoring public. Rack cards and posters were designed, printed and
distributed to all 59 DMV field offices across the state. The rack card doubled as an insert
that is now included in all DMV vehicle and trailer tag renewal mailers. These inserts will
reach every driver in Oregon for two renewal cycles (four years). The DMV also allowed
these graphics to be included in the next printing of the driver manual. The Oregon Driver
Education Center (ODEC) is also using the information in their educational curriculum.
This content will help the next generation of drivers be aware and better prepared for
mishaps on Oregon’s roadways. The parting message is that fire extinguishers prevent
vehicle fires from spreading to the wildland. We should all be prepared to be our own
firefighters by carrying a working fire extinguisher in our vehicle at all times and know
how to use it. The next step is to work with the Oregon State Marine Board and try to do a
similar awareness campaign for the boat-towing community.

.
Six Ways .
Vehicles i oot o
Cause piorpak dimoride

Wildfires |

Under hot, dry conditions, all types of
motorized vehicles can ignite a wildfire.
Prevent your ride from turning into a costly
wildfire by following these safety tips.

Metal tow chains and car
parts dragging on the
roadway throw sparks.

MAINTAIN
EXHAUST SYSTEM
‘Worn catalytic converters
and other exhaust parts
can cast hot carbon
particles into dry
roadside vegetation.

pressure. Driving on
exposed wheel rims
will throw sparks.

MAINTAIN
BRAKE PADS
Brakes worn too thin
may cause metal-to-
metal contact, which
can generate sparks.

Pull over on gravel or
paved surfaces.

CAPTURE SPARKS
OHVs and dirt bikes must be
equipped with clean spark
arresters, Always operate
motorized vehicles on
established roads and trails.

BE PREPARED

Carry a fire extinguisher in your
vehicle and learn how to use it.
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VERHEARD
Each fire season, the posting of fire regulations and DESCRIBING THE 2024

restrictions is a ritual for agencies, but this .
information has been either too confusing or FIRE SEASON
completely unknown to the public. If we are asking Exhausted
people to prevent wildfires, better systems and tools .

are needed to help them do the right thing. In many Strained
areas of the state, the onset of fire season and public Worn out

use restrictions now overlaps. On the west side of the Taxed

Cascades, ODF has connected their fire danger Bumt out
TODAY'’S FIRE DANGER LEVEL StTfierzsded
Maxed out

Busting chops
Crying uncle
Drained
No breaks
Draw down at max
Record-breaking

KEEP OREGON GREEN

rating signs to a matching color-coded matrix so
that local residents know what types of fire-prone
activities are restricted at each level during the
summer. Everyone has seen this sign. It's now being
used as a guidance tool that can help people prevent
fires, but only if they are aware of the sign’s purpose.
We will continue to work on this, but you can help!
Generous contributions allow KOG to do more to
reach all Oregonians with important information, and
create compelling campaigns with new partnerships
that can hopefully have a broader impact. Together, A
we can influence change to prevent careless wildfires
in Oregon and beyond. Prevention is cheaper than
suppression. Every acre counts. Thank you.
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